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| Book Review |

The Wedding Shroud
by Elisabeth Storrs
] Pier 9

The book opens outside ancient Rome. Caecilia grows up as the chattel of first her father and later her [
uncle. Her uncle, hoping to reinforce an uneasy truce, arranges a marriage for her to an Etruscan |
nobleman. Elisabeth Storrs makes us completely at home in both of Caecilia's cultures. We learn about
austere Roman mores, religious observances, household customs, and the subservient role of Roman
women. Then, with Caecilia, we struggle half fascinated and half disgusted in the Etruscan court of her
new husband, where decadence and overindulgence are the norm, and where women are involved in
commerce and politics. One moment we sympathise with her horror at public lasciviousness, next
moment we are irritated by her snobbish reluctance to adapt in even the smallest way to Etruscan ;
customs. |
This is an insightful study of a young woman trying to find herself. Her Etruscan husband Vel Mastarna, a |
warrior with a broken heart, is also skilfully painted. The arc of the story, travelling from Rome to
Etruscan Veii and back again, immerses the reader fully in the two cultures and the tension between
them. I was reluctant to leave Caecilia's environment in 406 BC, and look forward to revisiting It in the
forthcoming sequel. &
|

| Review by Crisetta MacLeod
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I Quote of the Week

|
] The most essential gift for a good writer is a built-in, shockproof shit detector. This is the writer's radar |

| and all great writers have had it. |
Ernest Hemingway

Submit a Writing Quote
| TOP

| g 5o, ) . g L —

DISCLAIMER: This Bi-Monthly Electronic Newsletter is sent to subscribers including members of the NSW
Writers' Centre. If you no longer wish to receive this information, please click ‘Update Profile / Email
Address' at the bottom of this message.

The NSW Writers' Centre Management Committee and staff present the bi-monthly electronic newsletter
in good faith, The NSW Writers' Centre does not endorse or warrant the accuracy of listings or paid
advertisements.

“Followus on rflorn

Fo i a friend

Email Marketing by

&2 SafeUnsubscribe® : _ T = )



